Christmas Eve Worship
Worship
Celebration ~December
9:30 a.m. February
7, 2016
9am Worship
17, 2017

Sunday, Dec. 24, 2018
10am: Worship unplugged — A simple service with
carol-singing accompanied by piano and guitar.
3pm: Family worship will be a shorter
service of carols and visuals for our most
wiggly and energetic friends.
5pm: A contemporary band-led worship service.
10pm: A traditional service of carols and
candle-lighting featuring the Chancel Choir.

(Hearing Assist Available-see Ushers)

Lessons
& Carols

New Year’s Eve worship
We’ll have one service at 10am on Sunday, Dec. 31.
Featuring the children’s storybook The Cloud
Spinner by Michael Catchpool, our morning
message will talk about how we can make 2018
a year of healing and hope.

Prayers for the season
At WBLUMC we hope to provide nourishment for the hungers of life by praying and caring for each other all year. If you would like to ask for prayer especially during the holiday season, please write your request on a yellow prayer card (found in the pews). If you would like a pastoral conversation or visit,
please contact the church office at 651-429-9026.

The Prayer Team: If you would like to request a prayer of this team, please write it on a prayer request card, or contact Julie Jacot at
651-777-3728, ljjacot@q.com. The Email Prayer Chain accepts email requests via a call or email to a pastor or the email prayer chain
lead, Ronda Nelson, at rondalauva2@msn.com. The Phone Prayer Chain is organized through the UMW. Call Eva Shipley if you would
like to request a prayer at 651-429-3570.

Bill Eaves, Senior Pastor
bill.eaves@wblumc.org,
763-355-7825 mobile
Brooke Heerwald Steiner, Associate Pastor
John McBride, Associate Pastor

Joan Hartman, Director of Children
& Family Ministries
Linnea Uhler, Director of Youth Ministries
Peteria Cochran Routt, Director of
Traditional Music
John Koziol, Jr. Director of Music
Matthew Goinz, Chancel Choir Director

Patricia Kytola, Director of Operations
Lauri Hopple, Administrative Assistant
Lori Hughes, Website & Social Media
Tom Leiser, Treasurer
Harry Jones, Financial Secretary
Ron Houde, Housekeeper

Third Advent Sunday
Christmas Carols
Piano, Matthew Goinz

“Come Long-Expected Jesus”

No. 196

Readers: The Ober family
(In unison)

God of eternity, out of your endless grace and love you sent your Son Jesus to live among us. He showed
us what love is all about and called us to love our neighbor and our enemy. By the light of your grace,
set us free from all darkness so our lives may be filled with the love that is your will for all of us.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Light one candle for love this Advent,
one bright candle for love.
Light one candle for love this Advent,
Jesus the love of the world.

Haggai 2:6-9
Reader: Stephanie Ondik
The prophet Haggai promises to God's people a temple even more glorious than the temple of old.
“In the Bleak Midwinter”
No.221
Stanzas 1, 2 & 4

Isaiah 35:1-4
Reader: Margaret Westin
The prophet Isaiah announces the renewal both of the land and of God's people on the coming day
of redemption.
“Cold December Flies Away”
Lo Desembre Congelat
Catalonia Carol, arr. Cathy Mokleust
Alleluia Ringers/Nan Rauch, triangle; Mathew Goinz, tambourine; Isaac Hartman, sleigh bells

S
Luke 1:26-35, 38
Reader: Denise Kerr
The angel Gabriel announces to the virgin Mary that she will give birth to a ruler whose reign shall never
end.
“Let All the World in Every Corner Sing”
Vaughan Williams/arr. Wood

After the message, students preschool through 8th grade may leave for Sunday school.

Chancel Choir

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Mark 1:1-15
Jesus proclaims the coming of the kingdom of God.
“Green”

Isaiah 40:1-8
Reader: Amy McNabb
To God's people in exile in a faraway land, the prophet Isaiah announces good news: God is coming
back, and bringing the exiles home!
“He, Watching Over Israel” from Elijah
Mendelssohn

When winter’s gray is on the sky
Rust upon the leaves that lie
Red on the last few berries clinging
Brown on the branch where the bitter wind’s singing
Even when white obscures the scene.
Still, in winter, there is green.

Chancel Choir

Jeremiah 23:5-6
Reader: Kyle Schwartz
The prophet Jeremiah offers hope for a righteous branch, a just king who is yet to come.
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
No. 211

Reader: Dave Bennett
Tune: Besançon, traditional French

Adapted by Peter Mayer; arr. Jason Shelton; Peter will sing the first verse through once,
then the congregation is invited to sing the first verse a second time, and the second verse.

So keep it in your winter store
Hang its garland ‘round the door
Grant to your heart its hopeful promise
Fashion a wreath for its blessing upon us
Winter brings browns and grays indeed
But when it comes, remember green.

Please take time now to fill out your green connection cards. After the prayer of dedication, you
can place them in the offering plates as they are passed to you.

Stanzas 1, 4-6

Zechariah 9:9-10
Reader: Jim McCarthy
To a nation grown weary of war and weapons, God promises a king who will establish a reign of peace.
“Sing We Now of Christmas”
French Carol
Alleluia Ringers
with Jodi Mullin, double bass, and Matthew Goinz, snare drum

“Where Is the Light”
Peter Mayer & Chancel Choir

Peter Mayer
Choral Arr. Thaxter Cunio

Arr. by Kevin McChesney

“Toccata in Seven”

John Rutter

Winter welcomes

Christmas f lowers

The urns that welcome you at the church’s east entrance are given in gratitude for the gifts of the WBLUMC
staff. You encourage our souls and give your gifts all year long. Thank you for your dedication.
The urns at the south entrance are given in honor of Oliver Walkingstick by friends who love
Connie Catlin and remember Oliver. Might the loveliness of this memorable man and friendship arise.
Sunday, Dec. 17
9-10am—Worship; Sunday school and nursery
10am—Coffee, tea and treats, Fellowship Hall
Individual prayer, prayer room
10:45-11:30am—Worship; nursery

Monday, Dec. 18
10am—Women’s Hang Loose Al-Anon, room 206
3:30-5pm—Bell Trio rehearsal, sanctuary
6:30-8pm—Redemption of Scrooge, Fellowship Hall
7-8:30pm—Book club, library
7-8:30pm—Hearts and Hands knitting group, 206
Tuesday, Dec. 19
10:30am-noon—Staff meeting, room 206
12:30-1:45pm—Faith in Action, library
6:30-8pm—Board of Directors, 206
Wednesday, Dec. 20
1-2:30pm—Prayer Team meeting, prayer room
7:30-9pm—Chancel Choir rehearsal
Wednesday night activities on break until Jan. 3
Thursday, Dec. 21
7:10am—Men’s Breakfast Group, library
10am—Pages of Wisdom, room 107
Friday, Dec. 22
The church office will be closed.
Saturday, Dec. 23
7:30am — Men’s Prayer Group, room 107
10am — Women’s Breakfast group, room 107
10am-1pm—Music rehearsal, sanctuary
Sunday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve
10am—Worship unplugged, nursery
3pm—Family service with carols, Nativity photos
5pm—Carols service led by music team
10pm—Traditional candlelight service

Welcome to
Visit wblumc.org for weekly sermon podcasts, the
church calendar and programming details.
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9am to 12pm
9am to 3pm
9am to 3pm
9am to 3pm
9am to 3pm
CLOSED Dec. 22
CLOSED

Please email information to office@wblumc.org for
Christmas Eve bulletins no later than Monday, Dec. 18.
New Year’s Eve bulletin information is due by
Wednesday, Dec. 28. Thank you!

Submit information for the bulletin directly to
office@wblumc.org by 10am Tuesdays.

To receive our weekly email update, call
651-429-9026 or email office@wblumc.org. Please
submit church-related events or announcements by
3pm Wednesdays. All e-blast and bulletin information
is subject to staff approval.

Special notes:
The church office will be closed for the Christmas
and New Year’s holidays on Dec. 22, 25, 26, 31,
2017, and Jan. 1, 2018. Thank you!

Linda and Jim Anderson, in honor of grandchildren
Sammy, Lauren, Noah and Luke
Shirley Armstrong, in loving memory of Donald
Armstrong and Kari Mondale
Sheila and Dave Bennett, in loving memory of our
parents
Ruth and Dick Brink, in honor of our family
Mary Ellen Calderwood, in memory of loved ones
Bev Campbell, in memory of family members
Connie Catlin, in memory of Oliver Walkingstick
Sandy and Don Craighead, our son Jim
Mary Cripe, in celebration of our grandson’s first
Christmas
Mic and Mary Jo Dahlberg, granddaughter Elodie
Dikeman
Les and Liz Edinger
Chris Faust
Mike and Marcia Faust
Dorene Fischer, to celebrate Sam and Emily
Kris and Mark Fortman
Kris and Courtney Goodwin, in memory of our Aunt
Maxine (94 years), who passed away Oct. 4 of cancer
Nancy Hoffman, holiday wishes to friends and family
Jarnagin family, Dean Lowenberg and Jerald Jarnagin
Dale and Jan Johnson
John and Sue Kenyon, to our parents and Sue’s
brother Denny
Denise and Larry Kerr
David and Dawn Kittleson, in memory of Marilyn
Kittleson, Francie Foyt and David Perbix
Jim and June McCarthy
Cindy Mueller, for the love of family

Glenn and Merrilee Oliphant, to our children and
grandchildren
Pete and Judy Pedersen, in loving memory of Jill
Steve Peterson, to grandkids and children everywhere
Gene and Julie Rindelaub, our family
Bob and Barb Sawyer, Robert Thomas Sawyer
Phil and Kathy Siegle, joy of the season
Beth and Tim Smith, in memory of my dear family
members
Marcella and Dean Strand, in honor of our
parents
Phyllis Stratis
Don and Susan Torgerson, family near and far
Margaret Westin and Randy LaFoy, our family
Mike and Rita Wiersma, for Alvin Wiersma,
Goldie Rudlong and Geneva Bossart
Ruth Zieper, in remembrance of loved ones

You may take home your plants after the 10pm service on Christmas Eve. Any plants not picked up by Jan. 1 will be donated.

Christmas Eve donations

Registration is open for ASP mission trip

Donations of non-perishable food for the White Bear Area
Emergency Food Shelf are encouraged at all four of our Christmas
Eve services. We’ll also take a special Christmas offering to support the programs and resources at the food shelf.

Where your donations go at the food shelf
$40 provides food and support to our White Bear neighbors through the Monthly Market. Every $1
donated to the food shelf can yield up to $80 worth of food!
$82 provides a KID Pack — a weekend bag of food for White Bear area students who may otherwise go
hungry — to one student for each week of the school year.
$250 stocks a School Food Pantry at a local middle or secondary school, allowing students struggling
with food insecurity to choose their own food while providing a direct connection to school staff.
$350 provides a Mobile Market to 35 seniors. Each month, the Mobile Market visits three senior
buildings to provide healthy goods to our eldest neighbors.
$500 Emergency Fund provides a once-in-a-lifetime grant for a family experiencing an unexpected crisis.

Our church thrives because we give!

December book club

From the WBLUMC finance committee: Thank you to the
more than 150 families who have pledged $650,000 in support for our church’s mission and ministry for 2018. You are
a very important part of helping us make this campaign a
success as our church can only thrive because you give. If
you did not get your 2018 pledge card in, there is still time
as we will be finalizing our 2018 budget in late December.

Our last meeting of 2017 is moved up
one week this month. Please join us
Monday, Dec. 18, at 7pm in the church
library to discuss The Other Einstein: A
Novel, by Marie Benedict.

2017 contributions
A message from financial secretary Harry Jones: The last
day the church can receive donations for the calendar year
2017 will be Sunday, Jan. 7, 2018. Checks must have a 2017
date and be received on or before that date to be added to
your 2017 contributions statement. Thank you!

2018 contributions
Potential tax benefits in making your 2018 charitable
donations in 2017: Under the current version of the
proposed Republication Tax Plan — which still could change
before passage — some people may benefit from accelerating their 2018 charitable donations to 2017. Talk to your
tax adviser to see if accelerating your 2018
donations makes sense for you.

January book club
The first selection
for 2018 is Dead
Wake: The Last
Crossing of the
Lusitania by Erik
Larson. From the
bestselling author
and master of
narrative nonfiction, this is the
enthralling story of the sinking of the
Lusitania on May 1, 1915. Meeting will
be Monday, Jan. 22, 2018, at 7pm in
the church library. All are welcome,
hope you can join us!

Appalachia Service Project will be July 21-29 in Kentucky. Students completing
grades 9-12 and college students are invited to serve. Please register at
wblumc.org/ministries/youth. Registration and non-refundable deposit
($250/student) are due by Sunday, Jan. 21, 2018, to Nan Rausch or Linnea Uhler.
The first of four required ASP team meetings will be at the end of January.
ASP calendars: Help support this year’s ASP Trip to Kentucky, July 21-29, by getting a 2018 God’s Creation
Calendar for yourself or to give as a gift. Calendars will be available soon!

Children & Youth December break
Wednesday night activities for children and youth — including Children’s Choir — will take off Dec. 20 and
27, resuming on Jan. 3. Also, after a break on Sundays Dec. 24 and 31, Sunday school will return on Jan. 7.
Nursery will be available for ages 0-3 during the 10am service on both Dec. 24 and Dec. 31.

42nd Wild Game dinner

Race discussion, continued

The 2018 Men’s Club Wild Game
Dinner will be Monday, Jan. 15. Join us
for delicious and interesting dishes
prepared by WBLUMC members. The
event will start at 6pm with appetizers,
followed by the main dishes and speaker Chris Niskanen, DNR communications director. Chris was previously the
outdoor writer for the St. Paul Pioneer
Press and published articles for numerous other outdoors publications and
has published two outdoors-related
books. Chris also organizes fishing river
trips in Alaska, which he’ll talk about in
addition to current conservation issues.

What are the facts about the concept of race? When was
the concept of race developed? What does biology have to
say? Everyone interested in these questions and more are
invited to the Dorcas Circle meeting on Wednesday, Jan.
10, 2018, at 9:45am in room 200. We’ll watch the excellent
PBS special, “Race: The Power of an Illusion,” and discuss
ways to confront racism, Minnesota style. Contact Barb
Hinz at 651-777-0465 or barbhinz@juno.com.

This dinner depends on the donations
of fish and game from our members
and friends. There will be sign-up
sheets in Fellowship Hall by early
December for fish and game donations
and attendance at this fun event.
Please contact Paul Dickson, Al Rausch
or Jeff Olson if you have any questions.
$20 per person; $15 seniors/youth.

The nuts & bolts
of sponsoring a refugee family
Exciting news! We have a new contact at the Minnesota
Council of Churches Refugee Services, Kathryn Berger. She
will meet with anyone interested in learning more about
our church sponsoring a refugee family on Thursday, Jan.
11, 2018, 6:30-8pm in the sanctuary. This is the second
step in our process of learning how to sponsor a refugee
family, following up on last spring’s presentation on the
refugee experience in Minnesota. If you have questions or
are interested but unable to attend, please contact Barb
Hinz at 651-777-0465 or barbhinz@juno.com.

