Let our souls magnify the Lord
Oh, holy night, fill with silence that I might hear, that which is not spoken by human voices. ~ Sharon Ann Reich-Gray
No matter your age, the oldest story of all stories is Christmas, Immanuel or translated in Hebrew, God with us. We know
the story and visualize the stable, barn or cave with its miniature animals and dusty characters. Yet, I pause at the real lives
that were malleable to the Creator’s vision. Antiqued in our
human history, Christmas heaps upon us new contradictions of
whom and what is significant, worthy and transformable. And
we have hope, that we too, are this worthy. A peasant babe
born to an ordinary, perplexed couple wondering how and why
life is happening this way and Jesus, presenting himself quite
purposefully in a most vulnerable, accessible form. Christmas
heaps love upon this imperfect world when we stop long
enough to peer closer and realize “God became a man, not
so that he might be with us, but that we might be with
him.” (Adrian Nocent) The God, who already was and is, drew
nearer to experience with us the realness of this world.
The nights we sing of as a “silent nights” was shadowed by
imperfection, not surprisingly, because they are representative
of living. From disliked outcast shepherds, who carried their
aim to worship along with the aroma of the great out of doors
accented by smelly sheep, to Bethlehem, which was not a Holiday Inn. There were the folks who simply had “no room,” and
others with dangerous journeys, whose methodical steps
passed slowly like the meager speed of winter. As far back as
Genesis, we understand Noah and has family would still have
rain even though there would be rainbows.
This is where we intersect with the love story of God as well
as our recent study of Scrooge. The best of the Christmas story,
promise and gift packaged by God, is that God on any ordinary
day or even Christmas likes all of us, even the ones who are the
scroogiest. God is with us when we are sad, unsure or any emotion you name. No matter where you are God is there compara-

ble to your deepest or slightest breath. It is reminiscent of Jesus
who asks us to draw near, to hear my still voice, and in our
empty feeling absences, reassures us “I have loved you with an
everlasting love.” As this year weaves to an end, we have a
Creator who celebrates and weeps too, and is a collector of
imperfect or lost stuff like sheep and some of us who have
found the waiting to be long and our hearts to be longer. This is
the promise or covenant that stretches from the early church to
now. Johnathan Sacks of Great Brittan, who once served as
Chief Rabbi, writes that perhaps we might “see God’s image,
not our image” within ourselves and the world at large. God
challenges us to shake away the antiqued story that has grown
pale to the full colored spectrum of love that is Christmas. Fr.
Andrew Greely writes, “It might be easy to run away to a monastery, away from the commercialization, the hectic hustle, the
demanding family responsibilities of Christmas-time. Then we
would have a holy Christmas. But we would forget the lesson of
the Incarnation, of the enfleshing of God — the lesson that we
who are followers of Jesus do not run from the secular; rather
we try to transform it. It is our mission to make holy the secular
aspects of Christmas… And we do this by being holy people —
kind, patient, generous, loving, and laughing people …”
I conclude with the transformable grit of Mary and Joseph
and their tenacity to be with God and God to be enfleshed with
them. Much of their lives bewilder them, like some of ours and
nonetheless, their trials are emboldened with comforted trust.
We read the Lord was with them, and in the chaos of what was
not at all perfect, we see Mary and Joseph’s consistent trust to
marry any way. It is written, “Let our soul magnify the Lord.”
Full and holy moments are jewels magnified amongst life. Yes,
life is surrounds us with its imperfections, but God is transformative. God is with us!
J. Jacot
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“ ‘Ghost of the Future!’ he exclaimed, ‘I fear you more than any spectre I have seen. But as I know
your purpose is to do me good, and as I hope to live to be another man from what I was,
I am prepared to bear you company, and do it with a thankful heart. Will you not speak to me?’ ”
~ Ebenezer Scrooge in Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol

“The past is only an imaginary time or experience that is used to teach us lessons for the future.
The future is where you apply the lessons of the past.”
~ Lauren Cunning

Acoustic Guitar by Chris Kachian

Matthew 1:18-25
Reader: Rev. Jim Roe
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.’
All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but
had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

(Please sing at the bidding of the Canor)

Come into God’s presence with singing. Join the angels who forever sing God’s praise.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
For Jesus comes to dwell among us, revealing the extravagant love of our Creator.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son. Glory to God in the highest!
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
“Hark, the Herald Angel Sing,” v. 1 & 2
“Good Christian Friends Rejoice,” v. 1 & 2
“Angels We Have Heard On High,” v. 1

No. 240
No. 224
No. 238
Readers: The Fortman family

(In unison)

Loving God, we open ourselves to you, trusting that this is how you made us:
you created us for joy-filled hearts and lives. Teach us the peace that comes from justice.
Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be contained, but must be shared.
Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of Christ. Amen.
Light one candle for joy this Advent,
one bright candle for joy.
Light one candle for joy this Advent,
Jesus the joy of the world.
Children are invited to bring forward their non-perishable food donations for the food shelf.

The Redemption of Scrooge: The Hope of Christmas Future
“Do You Hear What I Hear?”
1. Said the night wind to the
little lamb
Do you see what I see
Way up in the sky little lamb
Do you see what I see
A star, a star
Dancing in the night
With a tail as big as a kite
With a tail as big as a kite

2. Said the little lamb to the
Shepard boy
Do you hear what I hear
Ringing through the sky
Shepard boy
Do you hear what I hear
A song, a song
High above the trees
With a voice as big as the sea
With a voice as big as the sea

3. Said the Shepard boy
to the mighty king
Do you know what I know
In your palace warm mighty
king
Do you know what I know
A child, a child
Shivers in the cold;
Let us bring him silver & gold
Let us bring him silver & gold

4. Said the King to the
people everywhere,
Listen to what I say!
Pray for peace, people
everywhere,
Listen to what I say!
The Child, the Child sleeping
in the night,
He will bring us goodness
and light,
He will bring us goodness
and light.

Please take time now to fill out your green connection cards. After the prayer of dedication, you
can place them in the offering plates as they are passed to you.
Our Christmas offering this year is going to support the White Bear Lake Emergency Food Shelf. Please indicate the food shelf in
the memo line of your check or on the envelope of your gift. Thank you for your generosity!

“What Child Is This?”
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Pastor Bill Eaves

“Silent Night”
“Away In a Manger”

Guitar, Chris Kachian
No. 239
No. 217

“Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn”
Words & Music by Marty Haugen
Music Staff: Chris Kachain, guest artist, guitar; Ingrid Haugen, cantor; Peteria Cochran Routt, Director of Traditional Worship

Children & Youth December break
Wednesday night activities for children and youth — including Children’s Choir — will be off one more
week and will resume Jan. 3. Also, after a break today and Dec. 31, Sunday school will return on Jan. 7.
Nursery will be available for ages 0-3 during the 10am service on both Dec. 24 and Dec. 31.

In memoriam
The white rose on altar is to remember Marilyn Rockholt, who died on Dec. 14, 2017. The family plans
a private memorial service. Rocky thanks friends and neighbors for their thoughts and prayers during
Marilyn’s trying times. They appreciate everything that WBLUMC members have done for them.
Sunday, Dec. 24
10-11am—Worship; nursery available
11am—Coffee, tea and treats, Fellowship Hall
Individual prayer, prayer room
3pm—Family service with carols, Nativity photos
5pm—Carols service led by music team
10pm—Traditional candlelight service
Monday, Dec. 25
Church office closed, no scheduled activities.
Tuesday, Dec. 26
Church office closed, no scheduled activities.

Wednesday, Dec. 27
Church office open 9am-3pm
No scheduled activities.
Wednesday night activities on break until Jan. 3
Thursday, Dec. 28
7:10am—Men’s Breakfast Group, library
9am-3pm—Big Waters DCOM meeting, room 206
10am—Pages of Wisdom, room 107
Friday, Dec. 29
Church office closed, no scheduled activities.
Saturday, Dec. 30
7:30am — Men’s Prayer Group, room 107
10am — Women’s Breakfast group, room 107
Sunday, Dec. 31
10-11am—One worship service
11am—Coffee, tea and treats, Fellowship Hall
Individual prayer, prayer room

Welcome to
Visit wblumc.org for weekly sermon podcasts, the
church calendar and programming details.
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9am to 12pm
9am to 3pm
9am to 3pm
9am to 3pm
9am to 3pm
CLOSED Dec. 29
CLOSED

Please email information to office@wblumc.org for
Christmas Eve bulletins no later than Monday, Dec. 18.
New Year’s Eve bulletin information is due by
Wednesday, Dec. 28. Thank you!

Submit information for the bulletin directly to
office@wblumc.org by 10am Tuesdays.

To receive our weekly email update, call
651-429-9026 or email office@wblumc.org. Please
submit church-related events or announcements by
3pm Wednesdays. All e-blast and bulletin information
is subject to staff approval.

Join us in 2018
Starting Jan. 7, 2018, at 9am and 10:45am worship

“We Are The Ones”
Winter Sermon Series
With all the deep divisions in the world today, all the
overwhelming problems, all the soul-crushing threats,
it’s easy to lose heart and to lose hope of things getting better.
This series looks at the ways we can influence our common
life by reaching deep within ourselves and calling out
the best that is within us.
Jan. 7 We are the Ones We’ve Been Waiting For
Jan. 14 We are the Ones to Embrace Differences
Jan. 21 We are the Ones to Change Politics
Jan. 28 We are the Ones to Reach the Stranger
Feb. 4 We are the Ones to Share the Good News
Feb. 11 We are the Ones to Lead

Christmas Eve donations
Donations of non-perishable food for the White Bear Area Emergency Food Shelf are encouraged at all four of our Christmas Eve
services. We’ll also take a special Christmas offering to support the
programs and resources at the food shelf.

Where your donations go at the food shelf
$40 provides food and support to our White Bear neighbors through the Monthly Market. Every $1
donated to the food shelf can yield up to $80 worth of food!
$82 provides a KID Pack — a weekend bag of food for White Bear area students who may otherwise go
hungry — to one student for each week of the school year.
$250 stocks a School Food Pantry at a local middle or secondary school, allowing students struggling
with food insecurity to choose their own food while providing a direct connection to school staff.
$350 provides a Mobile Market to 35 seniors. Each month, the Mobile Market visits three senior building to provide healthy goods to our eldest neighbors.
$500 Emergency Fund provides a once-in-a-lifetime grant for a family experiencing an unexpected crisis.

Our church thrives because we give!

Race discussion, continued

From the finance committee: Thank you to the
more than 150 families who have pledged $650,000
in support for our church’s mission and ministry for
2018. You are a very important part of helping us
make this campaign a success as our church can only
thrive because you give. If you did not get your 2018
pledge card in, there is still time as we will be finalizing our 2018 budget in late December.

What are the facts about the concept of
race? When was the concept of race developed? What does biology have to say? Everyone
interested in these questions and more are
invited to the Dorcas Circle meeting on
Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2018, at 9:45am in room
200. We’ll watch the PBS special “Race: The
Power of an Illusion,” and discuss ways to
confront racism, Minnesota style. Contact Barb
Hinz, 651-777-0465 or barbhinz@juno.com.

2017 contributions
A message from financial secretary Harry Jones:
The last day the church can receive donations for the
calendar year 2017 will be Sunday, Jan. 7, 2018.
Checks must have a 2017 date and be received on
or before that date to be added to your 2017 contributions statement. Thank you!

2018 contributions
Potential tax benefits in making 2018 charitable
donations in 2017: Under the current version of the
proposed Republication Tax Plan — which still could
change before passage — some people may benefit
from accelerating their 2018 charitable donations to
2017. Talk to your tax adviser to see if accelerating
your 2018 donations makes sense for you.

How to sponsor a refugee family
Kathryn Berger from the Minnesota Council of
Churches Refugee Services will meet with anyone interested in learning more about our
church sponsoring a refugee family on Thursday,
Jan. 11, 2018, 6:30-8pm in the sanctuary. This is
the second step in our process of learning how
to sponsor a refugee family, following up on last
spring’s presentation on the refugee experience
in Minnesota. If you have questions or are interested but unable to attend, please contact Barb
Hinz at 651-777-0465 or barbhinz@juno.com.

About today’s guest artist
Guitarist Chris Kachian has performed all
over the world, as recitalist, chamber
musician and in concerto soloist. He has appeared with the Heidelberger Kammerorchester, Kammerensemble Cologne and
Radio Symphonie Orchester des Hessischen
Rundfunks, the Minnesota Orchestra, the St.
Paul Chamber Orchestra, the Minnesota
Opera, the Minneapolis Civic Orchestra, the
St. Paul Civic Orchestra, the Kenwood
Chamber Orchestra, the Heartland Symphony, the Grand Forks Symphony, at the Lake
Tahoe Summer Music Festival and numerous festival orchestras.
American performances have included a significant number of works written in the last
twenty-five years, many of them commissions. These include over thirty works for
guitar including 14 concerti. He has written
Composer's Desk Reference for the Classic
Guitar in consultation with over 25 composers, published by Mel Bay Publications. He
has been heard on Minnesota Public Radio,
National Public Radio and American Public
Media, including several appearances on A
Prairie Home Companion.

Travel. Volunteer. Learn. Grow.
Join a Common Hope vision team in 2018!
Join us for an informational meeting on Sunday, Jan. 7,
2018, after second service to learn about plans for sending a team of volunteers to Common Hope in Antigua,
Guatemala, from July 29-Aug. 5, 2018. Everyone interested in learning more about Common Hope’s work in
Guatemala and/or about joining the Vision Team are
encouraged to attend. No commitment needs to be
made that day, but the Team Leaders will be doing their
best to convince you to join the fun — and it is fun! It’s a
completely immersive experience where you’ll make
friends and memories that you’ll keep with you the rest
of your life. Your heart will never be the same. If you
plan to attend the meeting, look for sign-up sheets in
the Narthex or email Lori McBride at lorijomcbride@gmail.com.

Save the date! Meet Bishop Ough
On Sunday, Jan. 28, 2018, the Board of Directors will
host a visit from Bishop Ough. He is coming here to
share with us what is happening with Methodist churches in Minnesota, plus his perspectives about our church.
Mark this event on your calendar! We’re planning to
have an old-fashioned potluck dinner. Details will be
unfolding in the next few weeks, so stay tuned. Contact
Mike Faust at cfaust@comcast.net for information.

Registration is open for ASP mission trip
Appalachia Service Project will be July 21-29 in Kentucky. Students completing grades
9-12 and college students are invited to transforming faith into service, respond to a
specific need: housing. Register at wblumc.org/ministries/youth by Feb. 1, 2018. The first of four required
ASP team meetings will be at 12pm Sunday, Feb. 4. Contact: Linnea Uhler at linnea.uhler@wblumc.org
ASP CALENDARS: Help support this year’s ASP Trip to Kentucky by getting a 2018 God’s Creation Calendar
for yourself or to give as a gift. Calendars are $15 at church starting Dec. 31 or before that via Linnea.

Science Museum of Minnesota Sunday school event
Students in grades 6-12 are invited to the Science Museum’s Maze Event, 9am-noon on Sunday, Jan. 7.
Meet at White Bear Lake United Methodist Church to carpool to the Science Museum for time to connect.
Drivers and participants need to sign up with Linnea Uhler in person or at linnea.uhler@wblumc.org by
Dec. 31. This will replace the middle school Sunday School program on this day. Hope you can come!

