Alive
“It’s really a wonder that I haven't dropped all my ideals, because they seem so absurd and impossible to carry out.
Yet I keep them, because in spite of everything, I still believe that people are really good at heart.”
― Anne Frank, The Diary of a Young Girl
Anne Frank continues to sing her song as a historical
marker of hope. She is buoyant amongst the nay sayers.
Like the boy who sees hunger with Jesus and comes to
life by offering a meager lunch and the woman who
blesses Jesus generously with oil, Anne’s story pours
outside of time. Hope and generosity of heart exist.
We wonder how the images of humanity we see flashing across the newsiness of today can be comparable to
the heart filled generosity that fed masses? We wonder
how we could possibly line up with the one who ministered to the stranger. We wonder how we might transform our human frames now into salt and light? For this
reason, I surveyed the field of folks around me. I believe
there are many of us who need an assurance of touchstones who seem to stand like human pillars amongst us.
I caught a glimmer of hope in a teen brimming in her
beginning. Her face is lightened by wide, luminous, dark
eyes, even darker locks and countless traverses that most
of us could not quite conjure as we imagined childhood.
Even so, she moves gracefully and stands erect while
bearing the deep crevasses of loss like a fault in a rock.
Did I mention she is standing? She stands past the
deaths, the moves and the loss, possessing what we
might call tenacious courage — not because all is right,
but in spite of it. She reaches out.
Humanity likes to be reminded the world is not finished. We like to be nudged to notice that inspired hu-

man touchstones of goodness have not become extinct.
In the darkness of Roman rule to the present day, touchstones of faith stand out because they were or are alive.
Ancient scriptures disclose, “Faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of things not yet seen.”
Faith is not naïve. Faith hopes and envisions what might
be a healer for today and preserves the rest of that assurance for the next. We only own conviction enough for
today. There is a methodical dailyness to it.
Barbara Brown Taylor challenges us, “Do we still believe the Spirit‘s power to transform us, individually and
as people? If you have ever offered forgiveness you did
not intend to offer, or spoken an eloquence you know is
not yours, or found the courage to risk extending compassion to a stranger, or found yourself reaching out to
someone you had intended to ignore — then you have
experienced the mysterious power of the Holy Spirit.
Take in a deep breath!”
And ultimately, in the tired times we breathe in deeply
and still wonder, we can find resolve in the wisdom of a
compassionate God who sees. It is then we read, “The
Spirit prays for us.” (Romans 8-26)
Reaching out to others, hoping and living can be elusive
and quite frankly, risky territory, but the Creator who
moves and loves your soul pledges — I pray too.
~ Julie Jacot
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“Never be afraid to raise your voice for honesty and truth and compassion against injustice and lying
and greed. If people all over the world … would do this, it would change the earth.”
~ William Faulkner

“Everyone wants something smaller, something neater than the truth.”
~ Ann Patchett

“Telling the truth can be dangerous business;
Honest and popular don’t go hand in hand.
If you admit that you play the accordion,
No one will hire you in a rock ’n’ roll band.”
~ Paul Williams (from the movie Ishtar)

Adam Baus

“When Jesus Wept”

William Billings

Chancel Choir

The welcome of a flower

Prayer at WBLUMC

With spring near, WBLUMC anticipates
those first glimmers of green. The large welcome urns outside our doorways are available to be sponsored. You may chose to honor a person, a group or a heartfelt memorial for individual pots or all of them. Donations may be placed in the offering or given
to the church office by designating Adopt-aPot. Please find a form on the bulletin board
near the office.
Our appreciation, the BeFrienders Ministry

One way our church helps nourish and support the hungers of life is
through prayer. If you have a special need or celebration that could
use extra care, we invite you to partake in one of these prayer avenues. If your spirit has the need to support others through prayer,
we invite you to join in one of the teams. The Prayer Team: If you
would like to request a prayer from this team, please write it on a
prayer request card or contact Julie Jacot at 651-777-3728 or
ljjacot@q.com. The Email Prayer Chain accepts requests by contacting a pastor or leader Ronda Nelson, rondalauva2@msn.com.
The Phone Prayer Chain is organized through the UMW. Call Eva
Shipley if you would like to request a prayer at 651-429-3570.

(responsively)

Gracious God, forever seeking us:
Open our minds to the truth of your care.
Open our hearts to the gentle power of your love.
Open our lips to share the stories of faith.
Open our mouths to sing your praises boldly.
Open our lives to do justice and show kindness.
“We Are Called”

No. 2172

God, your voice is but a whisper, and we struggle to hear it amid the noises of life that work to claim
our attention. We pray that this morning may be a time of reflection and devotion to you,
when we can still our hearts and minds and tune our ears to hear only you.
Grant us focus, that we may be single-minded in our worship of you.
Grant us grace, that we may be easy on ourselves in our weakness and failures. Help us to know the
truth that you speak into each of our hearts: that we are beloved, forgiven, chosen. Amen.
“Let Your Little Light Shine”

Matthew 5:13-16
Reader: Chris Hughes
“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer
good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled underfoot.
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a lamp
puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory
to your Father in heaven.”

arr. by Pamela Warrick-Smith

Chancel Choir with solos by Paul Gutmann & Kyle Schwartz

Cameron Taylor Wendlandt Son of Emily and Luke Wendlandt
“I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”
I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold.

We welcome Cameron joyfully and reverently as a member of our family, the family of God. We offer
ourselves to be his brothers and sisters, uncles and aunts, grandfathers and grandmothers in Christ to
surround him with God’s kind of love. We accept as our sacred responsibility to help him grow, together
with us all, to full humanity, as we see it in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Leader: For the word of God in Scripture,
for the word of God among us,
for the word of God within us.
All: Thanks be to God.
Braving the Wilderness: Keeping It Real

Pastor Bill Eaves

After the message, high school students are invited to leave for first pick of refreshments and meet in the High School Program Room
to unpack today’s sermon.

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

No. 206

Please take time now to fill out your green connection cards. After the prayer of dedication, you can place them in the offering plates
as they are passed to you.

Adam Baus
After the children’s message, children and youth through 8th grade are invited to leave for Sunday school.

“You are the Salt of the Earth”

No.2190

Please sing at the bidding of the cantor

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Adam Baus
This week’s altar flowers are provided by David and Dawn Kittleson in loving memory of Karen Gilman.

Sunday, March 18
9-10am—Worship; Sunday school and nursery
10am—Coffee, tea and treats, Fellowship Hall
Individual prayer, prayer room
10:10am—Cherub Choir rehearsal, room 205
10:45-11:30am—Worship; nursery
Monday, March 19
10am—Hang Loose Women’s Al-Anon, room 206
3:30-5pm—Bell Trio rehearsal, sanctuary
7-8:15pm—Lent study: What is the Bible? room 200
7-8:30—Hearts and Hands knitting group, library
Tuesday, March 20
10:30am-noon—Staff meeting, room 206
12:30-1:45pm—Faith in Action, library
6-8pm—Board of Directors, room 200
6pm—Yoga class, Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, March 21
9:45-11:45am—UMW Dorcas Circle, room 200
6-6:30pm—Children’s Choir, room 205
6-7:15pm—Alleluia Ringers, sanctuary
6:30-7:30pm—Children’s & Youth activities
7:30-9pm—Chancel Choir rehearsal
Thursday, March 22
7:10am—Men’s Breakfast Group, library
9am-3pm—The Gathering, room 200
10am—Pages of Wisdom AA, room 107
10-11:30am—Memory loss support group, library
10:30am—Lent: How Is It With Your Soul? library
Saturday, March 24
7:30am—Men’s Prayer Group, room 107
10am—WBL Sat. Morning Women’s Group
(outside group), rooms 107/206
10am-noon—Music rehearsal, sanctuary
Palm Sunday, March 25
8:15-11am—Pancake Breakfast, Fellowship Hall
9-10am—Worship; Sunday school and nursery
10am—Coffee, tea and treats, Fellowship Hall
Individual prayer, prayer room
10:10am—Cherub Choir rehearsal, room 205
10:45-11:30am—Worship; nursery

In memoriam
UMC Rev. Burton Hoag, father of WBLUMC member
Sharon Hoag Jaslow, died Saturday, March 10.
A service will be held at 11am March 23 at Peace
United Church of Christ, 1503 2nd Ave. NE in Rochester. Visitation one hour prior; lunch will follow.
Memorials preferred to Feeding America, UMCOR or
Peace United Church of Christ.

Welcome to
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world.
Our vision is to provide nourishment
for the hungers of life.
REGULAR CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Sunday:
9am to 12pm
Monday-Thursday
9am to 3pm
Friday-Saturday
CLOSED

Have a church-related event you’d like to appear in the
Sunday bulletin or the weekly e-blast? Please email all
pertinent information, including contact information, to
office@wblumc.org no later than 1pm Tuesday for the
bulletin and 1pm Wednesday for the e-blast. All information is subject to staff approval. Thank you!
To receive the weekly email update — sent every Thursday
— call the office at 651-429-9026 or email your request to
office@wblumc.org.

Holy week
worship & events
NEXT WEEK! March 25: 9am Palm Sunday worship;
10:45am worship with music from “Jesus Christ Superstar” & “Godspell”
March 29: Maundy Thursday, 6:30pm with a supper of soup and breadsticks at 5:30pm
March 30: Good Friday worship, 6:30pm
Easter Sunday, April 1: Traditional worship at 8:30am and 9:45am,
contemporary worship at 11am.
Nursery available for all three services! Ages 0-3 years.

Visit wblumc.org for sermon podcasts, PDFs of the
9am bulletins, the church calendar and programming info.

Next week! Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast
Bill Eaves, Senior Pastor
bill.eaves@wblumc.org,
763-355-7825 mobile
Brooke Heerwald Steiner, Associate Pastor
John McBride, Associate Pastor
Joan Hartman, Director of
Children & Family Ministries
Linnea Uhler, Director of Youth
Ministries
Peteria Cochran Routt, Director
of Traditional Music

John Koziol, Jr. Director of Music
Matthew Goinz, Chancel Choir
Director
Patricia Kytola, Director of
Operations
Lauri Hopple, Administrative
Assistant
Lori Hughes, Website & Social
Media
Carol Houghtby, Treasurer
Harry Jones, Financial Secretary
Ron Houde, Housekeeper

8:15-11am Sunday, March 25, in Fellowship Hall
Hosted by United Methodist Women, join us for pancakes with syrup,
sausages, fruit, coffee and juice. Freewill donations are appreciated,
with all proceeds going to UMW-supported mission projects
that serve women, youth and children, including Emma
Norton Services, WBL Area Food Shelf, Solid Ground,
Simpson Shelter, and more.

March book club
Join us on March 26 at 7pm to
talk about Lies
My Teacher Told
Me: Everything
Your American
History Textbook
Got Wrong by
James
Loewen. Explore how historical
myths continue to be perpetuated and read an eye-opening
new chapter on the lies surrounding 9/11 and the Iraq
War. From the truth about Columbus’s historic voyages to an
honest evaluation of our national leaders, Loewen
revives our history, restoring
its vitality and relevance.
Contact: Rick Flynn at
rmflynn1@comcast.net

Updates for kids & youth
Calendar reminders
There are no children’s groups (Friends or Children’s Choir) or youth
activities on Wednesday, March 28, during Holy Week. March 21 is a
regular program night. Did you know? The Wednesday night schedule
is always available on the church website: wblumc.org/ministries/kids/

MISSION DAY 2018
Saturday, April 28 | 9:30am-noon
Mission Day 2017

Good Earth Village sleep-away camp
July 15-20 in Spring Valley
EARLYBIRD DISCOUNT DEADLINE
IS MARCH 25! This 10 percent
discount can be combined with the
sibling discount. First 10 campers to
register from WBLUMC are eligible
for a $100 camp scholarship. Camp
is a two- or five-night stay for 2nd5th grade students (completed).
Email Joan.Hartman@wblumc.org.

For youth: Summer Festival 2018
July 15-18: Students who have completed grades 7-9 are invited to
Gustavus Adolphus College for a unique camp experience for teens:
Fun and faith — we’re passionate about both during this mid-summer
faith boost! Contact Linnea.Uhler@wblumc.org.

Cinco de Mayo Run/Walk for NPH
Eight years ago, the Kittleson family participated in a medical mission
trip to NPH Honduras. It marked the beginning of their continued
commitment to Nuestros Pequeños Hermanos (“Our Little Brothers
and Sisters”), a non-profit that cares for abandoned, orphaned and
disadvantaged children in Latin America and the Caribbean. Daughter
Andrea is now living and volunteering at NPH Mexico, which cares for
more than 400 children. This year’s Cinco de Mayo 5k Run/Walk on
Saturday, May 5, will raise funds for medical supplies for NPH Mexico. Please help the Kittlesons support this cause by registering for the
5k at nphusa.org/runwalk or by donating to Dawn’s fundraising page
at app.mobilecause.com/vf/5krunwalk/DawnKittleson. You can also
stop to talk with Dawn in the narthex today after both services for
more information. The Kittlesons thank you for your generosity!

BeFrienders request
Because of budget concerns,
BeFriender Ministry may be
limited in its ability to send out
the “Time to Grieve” pamphlets
to church members who have
lost family members. If you have
received these pamphlets and
are no longer using them, we
would appreciate your sharing
them by returning them to the
BeFriender box in the office or
to Roberta Schmidt or Barb Hinz.
Thank you.

This year’s timetable
9:30am – Light breakfast
10am – Opening by Brooke in the sanctuary
10:15am-noon – Break out into groups (sewing
groups may go longer)
This year’s projects
- Putting together UMCOR health kits for world
disasters (United Methodist Committee on Relief)
- Making sandwiches for the homeless
- Baby kits for Solid Ground shelter
- Bread-making class
- Sewing items for confidence kits for Haitian girls
- Making fleece blankets

How to participate
Sign-up sheets will be in the Narthex beginning
April 8, or you can contact Marcia Lantto at
malantto@hotmail.com.

Other ways to help
A list of items needed for these projects will be
available on the welcome table. You may place
items in the bins located on north wall of Fellowship Hall beginning April 8.
Special Easter offering
All donations gathered at all three Easter Sunday
services will go toward this all-church event!

Honoring UMW on its birthday
Join United Methodist Women across the world for the Day of Giving on Friday, March 23. Celebrate
the dedication and foresight of our foremothers in mission as we lead up to our 150th anniversary in
2019. March 23 is a day set aside to raise money for the Legacy Fund, an endowment that will ensure
that the United Methodist Women can continue its work long into the future. For more information
and details on how to give, go online to unitedmethodistwomen.org/150

