Hungry …
“Might God be alive in this place so that some truth might be spoken and heard and carried out into this world.
So that something like love may be done.” ~ Frederick Buechner
Rummaging in our fridge we occasionally find some portion
Might I suggest that if we look closer at hunger, the late theostowed away, wrapped in crumpled foil or plastic, that has gone logian and author Frederick Buechner may have some wisdom
unnoticed. Sometimes this is a most delightful morsel from a
reflecting Jesus, the Servant-man Savior and our spirits. Buechpast meal that we cart out of the cold and into the light to
ner writes in A Holy, Crazy Grace of his hunger for his dad who
nourish us. We forgot this meal was there, and we take it in to died of “heart problems” or suicide, and a hunger for his daughfill our present emptiness. The forgotten portion fills and carries ter’s illness as she struggled with anorexia. These are honest
away hunger and the sweet flavor of fullness become ours.
claims of believing, or, in the truer historical definition of the
On a deeper, thoughtful note, carrying and extending fullness word believing, a beloving and honest man wandering with the
for a loved, abundant life is the true story of Jesus. Scriptures
Christ ever-near and present. In writing Listening to Your Life,
nurture us to become whole in the Sacred and fill one another Buechner illuminates hunger:
spiritually and physically “so that something like love might be
“The story of Christ is where we all started from, though
done.” Most of us skimming these black and white sentences
we’ve come so far since then that there are times when you’d
cannot help but recall, “For I was hungry and you gave me food, hardly know it to listen to us and when we hardly know it ourI was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you
selves. The story of Christ is what once, somehow and somewelcomed me (Matthew 25:35), we know, “I give to you a new where, we came to Christ through. Maybe it happened little by
command, that you love one another, even as I have loved
little — a face coming slowly into focus that we’d been looking
you” (John 13:34) and we can almost visualize that well that
at for a long time without really seeing it, a voice gradually
eternally quenches, “Come and you will no longer thirst.” (John making itself heard among many other voices and in such a way
4:4) The gospels of Christ are consumed with a servant-man
that we couldn’t help listening after a while, couldn’t help trytransforming to Savior, filling hungers most often depicted in
ing somehow, in some unsatisfactory way, to answer. Or maybe
these humble words, “He had compassion over them.” Further- there was more drama to it than that — a sudden catch of the
more, the traditions of the last supper and communion bear
breath at the sound of his name on somebody’s lips at a moimages of renewing and feeding humanity in the places they
ment we weren’t expecting it, a sudden welling up of tears out
are most starved.
of a place where we didn’t think any tears were.
Our community has focused our central mission statements
“Each of us has a tale to tell if we would only tell it. But howtoward fulfilling some of the hungers of life as our love and
ever it happened, it comes to seem a long time ago and a long
reflection of the Sacred. It is a large tent, as many mission
way away, and so many things have happened since — so many
statements are — both out there and in here we are really hun- books read, so many sermons heard or preached, so much life
gry. Which rumbling bellies do we nourish? We have our own
lived — that to be reminded at this stage of the game of the
hungers and there’s a whole world out there and in here with
story of Jesus, where we all started, is like being suddenly called
immense appetites. This September we’ll begin to discern what by your childhood name when you have all but forgotten your
this desire and angst to crave, digest, fill and nourish is about.
childhood name and maybe your childhood too.”
On the simplest, transparent level, what is feeling hungry like?
I conclude with this sentimental prayer. It’s likened to that
Hunger can be an emptiness filled by an easy cheeseburger or
unexpected portion in our fridge that fills our emptiness. May
bowl of soup we rush through, a feast of hospitality we will
our calling at some chosen or unchosen, but never-the-less
never forget or a slow, meager, meditated serving awaited by a called intersection in life, be there with our voice, however
starving child holding her distended, round belly of want. A
feeble or loud amongst other voices, reminding people of Jesus.
mission is a calling and callings begin where people worry, live, This is our prayer here — to nourish some of the hungers of life
work, love and sadly, hurt. There is plenty hunger for bits of
with something of the Everlasting — “so something like love
peace and gulps of love in serving this hungry world.
may be done.” Amen.
~ J.Jacot
Prayer at WBLUMC: One way our church helps nourish and support the hungers of life is through prayer. If you have a special
need or celebration that could use extra care, we invite you to partake in one of these prayer avenues. If your spirit has the need
to support others through prayer, we invite you to join in one of the teams.
The Prayer Team: If you would like to request a prayer from this team, please write it on a prayer request card or contact Julie
Jacot at 651-777-3728 or ljjacot@q.com. The Email Prayer Chain accepts requests by contacting a pastor or leader Ronda Nelson,
rondalauva2@msn.com. The Phone Prayer Chain is organized through the UMW. If you would like to request a prayer, call Eva
Shipley at 651-429-3570.

Worship Celebration ~ 9:30 a.m. February 7, 2016

10am Worship ~ Rally Sunday, Sept. 9, 2018
(Hearing Assist Available-see Ushers)

“The hunger for love is much more difficult to remove than the hunger for bread."
~ Mother Teresa

Lying, thinking | Last night | How to find my soul a home
Where water is not thirsty | And bread loaf is not stone
I came up with one thing | And I don’t believe I’m wrong
That nobody, but nobody | Can make it out here alone.
~ Maya Angelou

“You can’t go back and change the beginning, but you can start where you are and change the ending."
~ C. S. Lewis

“In the Garden” and “After the Rain”
“Wayfaring Stranger”

by Brian Wicklund

“Keep On the Sunny Side”
(responsively)

Let us come together and sing a new song to God!
We praise you with words and music. We recognize you in prayer and silence.
You are holy.
Let us recognize the miracles of creation! What science unveils, what research finds, the great wisdom
of creation and its mysterious order: we give thanks to its author!
Words are not enough to describe you. Even songs can only hint at the grandeur of your presence.
You are holy.
Let us bring an offering of thanksgiving and bless God in acts of compassion and service. Let us sing a
new song to God, a song that goes through our hands and feet, our minds and souls.
May our songs hint at your glory and our prayers proceed to your heart.
You are holy. Amen.

“God Is Love”

No. 408

Lisa Draves, Joyful Noise Children’s Choir Director, and Torrie Johnson, Cherub Choir Director

Leader: When it’s the night before going to school, and I’m picking out my clothes and making sure I have
all my school supplies.
Students: Jesus is with me.
When I’m waking up and eating breakfast to start the day
Jesus is with me.
When I’m getting on the school bus or being driven to school.
Jesus is with me.
When I see my teachers and friends in my classes
Jesus is with me.

Kings 17:8-16
Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah, saying, “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live
there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he
came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a
little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring
me a morsel of bread in your hand.” But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a
handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home
and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.”
Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and
bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. For thus says the Lord the God of
Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends
rain on the earth.” She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many
days. The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that
he spoke by Elijah.
Leader: For the word of God in Scripture,
for the word of God among us, for the word of God within us.
All: Thanks be to God.

When I’m playing with my friends at recess.
Jesus is with me.
When I’m finding the right school bus to ride home.
Jesus is with me.

The Hungers of Life: The Hunger for Love

When I’m telling my family about my day at school.
Jesus is with me.

“Down to the River to Pray”

When I’m praying at night and thanking God for my family, my friends and my school.
Jesus is with me.
Let’s pray together:
All: Thank you, Jesus, for always being by my side. I know that if I get nervous or afraid, you will be there
with me. When I see the cross on my backpack, I will remember that you are always with me.
I know that I can talk with you any time – day or night – and for that I am so thankful.
I pray all of this in your name. Amen.

Please take time now to fill out your green connection cards. After the prayer of dedication, you can place them in the offering
plates as they are passed to you.

“Simple Gifts/What A Friend We Have in Jesus”

“I’ll Fly Away”
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
“In Your Arms”

Pastor Bill Eaves

by Brian Wicklund

“Ain’t No Grave”

arranged by The Barley Jacks

No. 2282

by Johnny Cash

The Barley Jacks: Brian Wicklund, fiddle & vocals; Matt Cramer, guitar & mandolin; Jim Chenoweth, bass; Joel Arpin, percussion
Carrie & Devon Sinclair, vocals; John Koziol, piano; Kirk Holslin, sound technician; Lori McBride PowerPoint presenter

Thank you

New choir director

A heartfelt thanks to “our favorite church” for the outpouring of love and support
during this summer of tragedy for us. So many visits, cards, calls, flowers and
hugs. Then memorials, more cards, offerings of sympathy, prayers and support.
And more hugs. Pastor John McBride and John Koziol led the most beautiful
service of remembrance for this very special man, George Cannon. We experienced the Amazing Grace of your love and God’s. And, after all, that was our first
Sunday School lesson: God is love!
~ The Cannon family & Clare Thorwick

WBLUMC calendar
Sunday, Sept. 9: Rally Day
10-11am—Last day of one service; nursery
11am-1pm—Rally Day picnic, patio and Fellowship Hall
Monday, Sept. 10
10am—Hang Loose Women’s Al-Anon, room 206
Tuesday, Sept. 11
6pm—YogaDevotion class, Fellowship Hall
6:30pm—Trustees meeting, room 107
7-8:30pm—Finance Committee meeting, room 200
7-9pm—Staff-Parish Relations Committee, room 206
Wednesday, Sept. 12
8:30am—Dorcas Circle, carpool to offsite event
6-7:15pm—Alleluia Ringers, sanctuary
7:30-9pm—Chancel Choir rehearsal, music room
Thursday, Sept. 13
7:10am—Men’s Breakfast Group, library
9am-3pm—The Gathering, room 200/Fellowship Hall
10am—Pages of Wisdom AA, room 107
1-3pm—Book club (outside group), library
Friday, Sept. 14
No scheduled activities; office closed
Saturday, Sept. 15
7:30am—Men’s Prayer Group, room 200
10am—WBL Sat. Morning Women’s Group, 200/206
1-2pm—Baking with a Purpose, Fellowship Hall
Sunday, Sept. 16: Two services
9-10am—Worship; Sunday School & nursery
10:10-10:30am—Parent/Volunteer orientation, room 200
10:45-11am—Worship; Children’s Church & nursery
2-6pm—Bread class with Bryce, kitchen/patio/Fellowship
Monday, Sept. 17
10am—Hang Loose Women’s Al-Anon, room 206
6:30-8pm—Adult Faith: “Revival,” room 200
7-8:30pm—Hearts & Hands knitters, library

Dr. Gerald Gurss joined
the WBLUMC staff as
choir director Sept. 6. He
is also the new artistic
director for the Twin
Cities Gay Men's Chorus.
Welcome, Gerald!

Today is Rally Day!
Worship at 10am | Lunch, music, and fun & games 11am-1pm
10am WORSHIP
> Blessing of the backpacks & book drive
> Bluegrass band The Barley Jacks

Welcome!

11am-1pm PICNIC
> Bounce houses & outdoor games
> Pulled-pork sandwiches with fresh buns,
root beer & popcorn
> More music from The Barley Jacks

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world.
Our vision is to provide nourishment
for the hungers of life.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

REGULAR CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Sunday:
9am to 12pm
Monday-Thursday
9am to 3pm
Friday and Saturday
CLOSED

FREE

community
event —
bring a guest

Willow Lane Elementary book drive
Have a church-related event you’d like to appear in the
Sunday bulletin or the weekly e-blast? Please email all
pertinent information, including contact information, to
office@wblumc.org no later than 1pm Tuesday for the
bulletin and 1pm Wednesday for the e-blast. All information is subject to staff approval. Thank you!
To receive the weekly email update — sent every Thursday
— call the office at 651-429-9026, email your request to
office@wblumc.org or indicate it on a connection card.

Today and Sept. 16, Faith in Action will collect donations of new and/or gently used picture books
for K-3rd grade students at Willow Lane Elementary School. WBLUMC has donated 750 books over
the past three years. Thanks for your part in continuing to support this outreach to elementary
students as they start a new school year. Please put donations into the bin in the narthex.

Fall Adult Faith Studies
Stop by the table in the narthex to sign up and buy books on Sunday Sept. 9 & 16.

Visit wblumc.org for sermon podcasts, PDFs of the
9am bulletins, the church calendar and programming info.
Bill Eaves, Senior Pastor
bill.eaves@wblumc.org,
763-355-7825 mobile
John McBride, Associate Pastor
Lori McBride, Missions & Faith
Development Minister
Joan Hartman, Director of
Children & Family Ministries
Linnea Uhler, Director of Youth
Ministries
Peteria Cochran Routt, Director
of Traditional Music

John Koziol, Jr. Director of Music
Gerald Gurss, Chancel Choir
Director
Patricia Kytola, Director of
Operations
Lauri Hopple, Administrative
Assistant
Lori Hughes, Website & Social
Media
Carol Houghtby, Treasurer
Carolyn Keith, Financial Secretary
Ron Houde, Housekeeper

Revival: Faith as Wesley Lived It
by Adam Hamilton
Leader: Pastor John McBride
7-week study on Monday evenings;
6:30-8 pm
Sept. 17, 24; Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Making Sense of the Bible
by Adam Hamilton
Leader: Pastor Bill Eaves
7-week study on Thursday evenings,
6:30-7:45pm
Sept. 20, 27; Oct. 4, 11, 18; Nov. 1, 8

Created for Happiness
by Cynthia Bond Hopson
and Sarah Heaner Lancaster
Leaders: Tammey Busch
& Judy Slomkowski
6-week Thursday morning group,
10:30-11:30am, Oct. 4-Nov.8

Fall sermon series: The Hungers of Life
Sermon series starts on Rally Day
Reminder! 9am & 10:45am services start on Sept. 16
Sept. 9 — The Hunger for Love
Sept. 16 — The Hunger for Peace
Sept. 23 — The Hunger for Justice
Sept. 30 — The Hunger for Connection
Oct. 7 — The Hunger for Passion

Save the date | Sunday, Sept. 23
SPECIAL MUSIC SUNDAY @ 1045AM WORSHIP
COMMUNITY EVENT — ALL ARE WELCOME — BRING A GUEST!
Reach high for your falsetto as the WBLUMC band rocks the music of the British band Queen.
With lead singer Freddie Mercury, widely recognized for his unparalleled vocal talent,
the members of Queen produced songs that are both musically and lyrically complicated,
many of which may seem funny on the surface but also reflect pain and personal trauma.
We often experience God as we go about our daily lives, finding God’s spirit
everywhere in our world and often in unexpected places. Listen in a new way
— a better way — and hear the sacred in the secular.

Coming up at WBLUMC
UMW fall program: Following the call with Kim Harris
Please welcome Kim Harris, Vice President and Program Coordinator for the Minnesota Conference of
United Methodist Women, as she shares her personal story of becoming a deaconess. Deaconesses and
Home Missioners are laywomen and laymen called by God to be in a lifetime relationship in the United
Methodist Church for engagement with a full-time vocation in ministries of love, justice, and service.
Join UMW Saturday, Sept. 8, at 10am in Fellowship Hall for continental breakfast and a chance to meet
Kim. Contact: Margie Grilley at mgrilley@q.com

Dorcas Circle at Feed My Starving Children
Interested in a fun hands-on service project? Join Dorcas Circle at Feed My Starving Children in Coon
Rapids on Wednesday, Sept. 12. To carpool, meet at church at 8:30am. Call Anita Leighton at 651-4295594 if you’d like to come.

September Baking with a Purpose
It’s back! Each month you can help address hunger in our community by buying bread baked in our
Community Bread Oven. Proceeds benefit local service organizations. September selections: Sourdough
and craisin-walnut. All bread is offered on a first-come, first-served basis by donation. Pick up your
bread 1-2pm in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, Sept. 15, or between services on Sunday, Sept. 16. Contact
Glenn Oliphant at golipha@gmail.com to volunteer or for more info.

Resources for older adults
Would you like more information on resources with issues such as senior housing, Medicare, home
care, housekeeping help, long-term care, health-problem support groups, or caregiver support? The
Congregational Care Team has prepared a packet on the many resources available in our state and local
communities. Pick up a copy at the church office in the CCT mailbox.

UMW PANCAKE BREAKFAST
8am-noon | Sunday, Sept. 23 | Fellowship Hall
Join us for pancakes with syrup, sausages, fruit, coffee and juice.
Cost for this community event is $8/person or $20/family,
with all proceeds going to UMW-supported mission projects
that serve women, youth and children, including Emma
Norton Services, White Bear Area Emergency Food Shelf,
Solid Ground, Simpson Shelter, and more.
We need volunteers! Please contact Margie Grilley,
mgrilley@q.com or 651-324-2025, if you’re able to help serve or cook.

